September 29, 1886.] 


Ma brought h» adopted daught- 
er, Minnie, here to school and 
mads arrangements for her com- 
fortable living while here. He 
was formerly a achool teacher, 
and hae been a member of the 
Legislature of Ohio. Ha gave ei- 
preeeion to his feeling of natis- 
faction over the manner the 
school ia being conducted, and 
the ability and devotadneas of 
oar teachers. 


The latter from Oakville, Indi- 
ana will make us all feel glad. 
Head it and think over it for a 
moment. A meeting was held in 
a ware house. A church was 
organized where there was only 
seven members. A revival fol- 
lowed, and in two weeks the 
membership numbered sixty, a 
lew minister was chosen, work 
toward building a church wae 
earn me need, aud an able corre- 
spondent for the church paper 
hae been iound in the person of 
sister Metzker. This ie enough 
to make us all rejoice. 




HE BRETHREN EVANGELIST 


The report that brother H. H. 
Ho! singer, during a visit to An- 
nual Meeting years ago held at 
this place, took cigars out of a 
satchel and smoked them after 
talking against tobacco, has been 
followed to the given authority 
and there ia not even a shadow 
af truth in it. We cannot under- 
stand how any one can be eo 
amall who profesaes to belong to 
a Christian church, as to make 
and circulate such despicable 
falsehood. 

We have a long communica- 
tion from liro. JD. 8. Gripe of 
Elkhart, Iud., giving his Bide of 
the church trouble there. The 
point of importance in'tbe letter 
is that he withdrew from the 
Middle Port Church society only, 
and not from the general Breth- 
ren church. But as we notice in 
the Messenger he has made appli- 
cation for membership in the <.•. 
B, church at that place, we can 
not see that he has any further 
claims upon our space. What 
the brethren of that church pub- 
lished was that he withdrew iron. 
that church, and he says the 
same thing, although be and 
them may differ in the breadth 
of the meaning of the act then, 
but now be belongs to another 
church. 


Sunday School Convention. 

The eighth Annual Session of the 
Brethren Sunday School Convention of 
the Western District of l'a., was held 
at Berlin, Somerset Co., September 
lttb and 15th lBSfl. 

The convention met on Tuesday 
morning at 9 o'clock. In the absence 
of the former Chairman, P. J. Brown, 
the Vice Chairman, J. H, Knepper was 
called to preside over the meeting. 
The forenoon session was very largely 
devoted to song and praise service, in 
which brethren, J. TI. Kuepper, J, W. 
Sruouse, A. M. Ilideuour, Pat. O'Neal, 
A.J. Sterling and II. R. Holsinger 
took an active part. 

This was a very interesting feature 
of that cuii vent ion. The services con- 
sisted of singing, prayers aud scripture 
readings, it was a refreshing season, 
and I lie influence of it was felt through 
all the sessions of the convention. 

The chairman appointed D. F. Ram- 
sey, A. D. Goagey, and Miss Sadie 
Trent a committee ou organization ; 
and Miss Mary Sterling, J. J. Klmmel 
and Pat O'Neal, a committee on quer- 
ies. 

The convention adjourned to meat at 
2 p. m. 

Tuesday AftebxooS' 2 to 4 p. m. 

Meeting opened with regular de- 
votional services conducted by H. li. 
Holsinger. 

The address of welcome was then de- 
livered by H. H. Holsinger. He 
thought be waa better prepared to say 
welcome to all than any other one, be- 
cause of bis large acquaintance and 
practical experience with the people. 
The Brethren Sunday School conven- 
tion had its birth In Berlin and It af - 
forded,!] i mftreat satisfaction to welcome 
all present, and participate in the 
various exercises of the convention. 


All who desire to asBlifWjJ* promul- 
gation of pure and "tnadulte rated 
principles of the Gospel of Christ, re- 
gardless of sectarian distinction, were 
welcomed to the feast of good things 
bath for body and soul. Responses 
were made by D. F. Ramsey, Benj. 
Beaaheff , J . W. Bmouse, Albert Trent. 
Stephen Hilderbrand and A. J. Ster- 
ling. 

Assignment of qUbrles. 

Report : 'Origin and History of Sab- 
bath School Instruction."— A. ». Gna- 
gey. 

The substance of this report was as 
follows:—!. That the nature and kind 
of Instruction now given our children 
on the Lord's Day, baa the example 
and precept of the inspired volume. 
That the Instruction of the young dates 
back to the days of the prophets who 
founded schools for purely religious 
teaching, the object of which was to 
counteract the evil influences of Baal 
worship. 

£. That according to the best au- 
thorities, the Aral Sabbath school was 
organised in America, and not In Eng- 
land as ia generally supposed. 

3. The dlHtinctlve features of the 
Schaol are : 

1. It is held i'B the Lord's Day and 
gives all an opportunity to attend. 

2. The Bible Is the text book, no 
place for secular instructions, but for 
purely religious teaching. 

S. It is specially suited to children 
and the youth. 

Report of committee and organisa- 
tion: 

President 11. it. Holsinger, 

Vice • J.H.Knepper, 

Treasurer, Dr. U. M. Beacbly. 

On muUun of J. W. Smouse the re- 
port was accepted, the officers unan- 
imously elected and the committee dis- 
charged. 

Music— Led by W. H. Mengas. 

On motion ot J. H, Kuepper the 
courtesies of the convention were ex- 
tended to all ministers of other denom- 
inations and Sunday School workers 
In general. 

Inaugural address by the president 
elect, II, R. Holsinger, after wh^eh he 
appointed the following committees : 

J. W. Smouse, A. J. Sterling, Mollie 
Ganse, on Resolutions. J. 8, Kimmel, 
W. A. Seibert and Minnie Crofford on 
enrollment. 

Following are some of the queries 
then discussed : 

1 . What special advantage is to be 
derived from S. S, Conventions? D. F. 
lUmsey. Intercharge of thought and 
Ideas, leaving methods of successful 
schools, and a more uniform system of 
work. 

2. How far should attention he 
given to science and art in the S. S. ?— 
A. M. RUtenour. As far as is nec- 
essary to ttie success and Interest of the 
school. 

3. Should a Sunday School Super- 
intendent serve as a regular teacher 
in his school? A. D. Gnagey. No. 
He has no time, if be perforins his 
oilier duties well. Rather however 
than not have a teacher, let him teach. 

Music. Adjoured to meet at T p. m. 

TUEflUAY EVESIS0 7 TO P. M. 

Convention opened with devotional 
services conducted by A. SI. Rldenour. 

Assignment of queries. 

Disc ii bs leu.— The virtues and evils of 
the Sunday School. 

The person to whom this subject was 
assigned being absent the following 
volunteered. 

1. A. M. Ridenour. Virtue In a 
Christian sense Is the highest good to 
which man can attain. In the Sunday 
School the principles of Christianity 
are taught which lead to that end. 

2. H. M, Lichty. Teaches liberality, 
morality, charity, temperance, Ac. 
The full benefit of Sunday Schools can 
be realized only by imagining the re- 
sult if all the schools In the laud were 
Closed. 

Then again, the truths taught In 
one schools have a reflex action. The 
child will naturally reflect the lessons 
it receives, and thus throw a healthful 
Influence all around it. 

Mary Sterling. Leads old and young 
to God. It has tilled many hearts with 
that love divine, than which there is 
no virtue so great. The first and last 
of all virtues is love. 

4. Rev. Sbober. Virtue is strength. 
The Sunday School strengthens the 
church and the cause of Christ In gen- 
eral. 

5. Albert Trent. Develops taleut. 
Talent that otherwise would remain 
inactive is fruit developed in onrS. 
Schools. There are many able work- 
ers now in the church who owe their 
ability to the lessons learned in the 
S.S. 

0. A. D. Gnagey. The evil* of the 
Sunday Schoo!, 

1. May lessen the oh lid's estimate 
of Sod's Holy Word. The constant 


use of the lessen helps in mm classes 
has a tendency to depreciate (be value 
of the Bible In the child's mind. 

2. The children may get the Idea 
that the Sunday Schoo] takes the place 
of the church. That if they aw mem- 
bers af the church. That if they at- 
tend tbe one they need not aajwid the 
ether. No institution ou earth can 
take the place of the church of Christ. 
Music— led by J. C. Hostatter, 
Essay, Miss Amanda Muaoalaan. 
Instead of this essay, Mian Lottie Hoi- 
slugerentertalued theconveutionvery 
agreeably by a recitation. 

Discussion, The motives which 
should promote all S. S., workers to 
diligence, A. J. Sterling 

The grand motive of all whe are en- 
gaged in tbe work should he to bring 
the child to a knowledge of the truth 
as it is in Christ Jesus. Te bring out 
tbe good there is in the child, aad lead 
it to appreciate the Savior or the world 
as he la revealed in the divine Word. 
Following are some of the queries 
discussed at this period of the aieeting. 
1. In a school when an hear Is given 
to the session, hew would you divide 
the time? H. R. Holsinger. Give fif- 
teen minutes to singing aud feeyer and 
the balance to the lesson. 

2. Should we have women to super- 
intend our schools ? Lottie Holsinger. 
We should. There Is no reason wby a 
Christian woman should net superin- 
tend a school. 

3. How to raise money for Die Sun- 
day seliool. H. M. Lichty. Teach 
children to bring their pennies to the 
school. Appoint some one who has 
cheek enough to approach a man and 
say, "we want to raise a certala amount 
of money. Give me must have it." 

Adjourned to meet Wednesday morn- 
ing at 9 o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY FOHKNOON I TO 11. 

Convention opens with devotional 
services conducted by J. G. Klmmel. 

A sstgn men t of Queries. 

Essay. Lottie Holsinger.— (To be 
published.) 

Discussion. What we may expect 
from efficient Sunday school work. 

The parties to whom this topic was 
assigned being absent, A. M. Ridenour 
of Ohio, reports as follows : 

1. We may aad should expects certain 
number of conversions each year. Un-' 
less this result follows, tbe work is not 
efficient. 

2. Better and aiore thorough know- 
ledge of God's Holy Word. 

3. We may expect a very healthy in- 
fluence on the daily life an* ooartuct of 
children. 

4. We may reasonably expect better 
singing. 

Report. Dr. U. M. Beacbly. MS, 
Holsinger road a report freai brother 
Beachly, which was well received. 

At this atage of tbe meeting a col- 
lection was taken which amounted to 
SI 2.37. School contributions S7.50. 
Total $20.37, 

Music. 

Discussion. Should wehave Denom- 
inational S. School Literature ? 

This subject was very ably discussed 
by brethren Hildebrand and Holsinger 
in favor of such literature, and by S.S. 
Forney against it. 

Queries. Among them were : 

1. Should the Superintendent ap- 
point the teachers for his S. S. ? Belle 
Wike. He should. Ou this query the 
convention was divided. Some argu- 
ing that the school, nth era tbe church 
should appoint Superintendent. 

2. Should non-professors teach in 
our schools? J. G. Klmmel. He should 
not. The object is to teach the religion 
of Christ, and bow can a man teach 
what he does not know or possess. 
J. H. Kneppcr.— May lie the means of 
leading the unconverted man to Jesus. 
I know of such a case— a man Who now 
preaches the Gospel. 

A. D Gnagey. Ho we not Imbibe the 
spirit of the Apostles who would have 
Jesus forbid one casting out devils be- 
cause be did not follow them. Ad- 
journed to meet at 1 : 3fip. m. 

Wednesday , 1 : 30 to 4p.ii. 

Sessions opened with devotional ser- 
vices conducted by Pat O'Neal. 

Assignment of Queries. 

Essay —Miss Mollie It. Gaus. (To be 
published.) 

Next on the proitram was an address 
by II. H. Holsinger from which he was 
excused. Report .— T be Sa bbath sc h ool 
Superintendent and his work. J. G, 
Kimmel. 

Further discussed by D, F. Ramsey. 
Should form the acquaintance of child- 
ren. Hob much work to do outside of 
the school room. 

Queries. 

1. Should the use of tobacco bo pro- 
hibited In the S. S. ? O. Museelman. 
It should. 

2. Wby should tbe infant class bave 
the beat teacher? A. M. Ridenour. 
Because they appreciate a good teacher, 


and It requtree a practical teacher to 
instruct the Infant class as It is very 
important that the Hi -t religious impres- 
sions made are strictly In accordance 
with the word. 

3, What Is the best method for In- 
teresting little ones ? A. D. Gnagey. 
Have a separate room for them. Take 
30 or 40 into this roam, talk the lesson 
to them, tell Bible stories and have 
them alng. 

4. Should your class tell you they 
like an ex -teacher's methods better 
than yours what would you do ? A. M. 
Ridenour. I would investigate the 
method of their former teacher and if 
I find it better than mine, I would 
adopt it, if eot I would reject it. Ad- 
journed to meet a 7 p. m. 

Wednesday Kvknish, 7 too. 

Session opened with devotional ser- 
vices conducted by D. F. Ramsey. 

Assignment of Queries. 

By special request, Miss Belle Ster- 
ling recited "Seven Plagues of Egypt," 
which was exceedingly well rendered. 

Discussion. How can Sabbath schools 
be made attractive to parents ? J. W. 
Smouse, Pat O'Neal. 

The subject was ably ami at some 
length, discussed by those brethren, 
showing that to uake the school Inter- 
esting to them tlifi) must be interested 
themselves. 

1. Get them to realize the great re- 
sponsibility resting upon them. 

2. The importance of Sabhalh school 
work. 

3. Have them thoroughly converted. 

4. By the use ef good musie. Give 
the children something to do. 

Music led by Stephen Hildebrand. 
Report ot committee, (see at close.) 

Music. 

Collection was taken which amount- 
ed to $3.(11. Previously collected $20.- 
37. Balance in Treasury from last con- 
vention $2.20.- Total $28.53. 

Order to defray expenses of conven- 
tion, Finance Com., $12.00. 

Voted to Ashland College J io.bu. 
Total. $22.00. 

Amount in Treasury, $4.i8. 

Music 

Queries. 

1. How far should our doctrine be 
taught in Sunday school ? Lottie Hol- 
Binger. As far as it is Bible doctrine. 

2. Should we teach prohibition in 
our S. S. ? J. G, Kimmel. Not as a 
political question, but moet certainly 
as to the abolition of the liquor traffic. 

3. Should the Bible not have a more 
general use in our Sunday school ? A. 
I). Gnagey, It should be used by the 
Superintendent and all the classes. 

4. Should teacher's meetings be held? 
W. II, Metigas. Certainly. They are 
a very important factor in S, S. work. 

Motion to udjourn to meet ut the call 
of the Executive Committee, 
Report of Committees: 
Committee on enrollment reported as 
follows : 
Berlin— Everybody, 
Onemsugh— Aaron Stut/.man, J. W. 
Smouse. 

East Coneniaugh— D. F. Ramsey, 
Mrs. Ramsey, George Wike, Mrs. 
Wike, Jacob McCartner, Sarah Me- 
Cart tier, Fat O'Neal. Hiram Goch 
nour, Mra D. K, Role, Kissie Goch- 
nour. Manim Gochnour. 

Johnstown— )l rs. D. Crofford, Albert 
Trent, Minn Crofford, Ella Replogle. 
Jones' Mills-Stephen Hildebrand. 
Brother's Valley— J. II. Kuepiier, 
Mra. Kuepper, Sal lie J. Knepper, Kl- 
ine r Knepper, G, P. Cober, Geo, Beng- 
ner, Geo. W. Shober, II. II. Stahl, Al- 
bert Cober, Ellas Cober. 

Plank Read— Israel Cotier, O. P. Co- 
ber, Geo. Biuguer, Lottie Cober, Essie 
Cober. 

Grove— LIU ie Moser. Mollie Cans, 
Cora Kyle. 

Meyersdale— Mary Olinger. J, C, 
Hostetter, I>. S. Cober, Sirs. Cober, 
John Olinger, Sirs. Olinger, Prof. D. 
C. Elchuor, Sirs. J, C, Hostetter. 

Masontown-Delle Sterling, Mary 
Sterling, A. J. Sterling. 

Rosed ale— M. L. Boyer, Benj, Ben- 
shoff. Rachael BensUoff, Maltie Reb- 
bot. Jane Renshoe*, Wro. Boyer, Chris- 
tiati Ben shod. 

Stony Creek— Minnie Schmuiker, 
Annie Sohmucker, Jac. Kimmel, Sirs. 
Kimmel, Simon Miller, J. 6. Kimmel, 

Jacob Spcicher, Henry , Josiah 

Kimmel, Mrs. Kimmel. Jonathan Kim- 
mel. 

Trent— J. SI. Voder, Miss Yoder, 
Geo. B. Seibert, Jennie Trent, Marga- 
ret Trent, Sadie E. Trent, Geo. Mos- 
toller, Florence Voder, Wm. Trent. 
Total number 74, 


questions having been discussed, wo 
are desirous that the result of our la- 
bors should be more extensively known , 
therefore, Tttotvtd: 
1. That we recegntze the power of 
women as fellow workers In 
and believe they should ho 
superintendents af our 


Christian 
the S. S. 
elected as 
schools, 

2. That It la the sense of this con- 
vention that there should be a mora 
earnest interest taken by all In this im- 
portant part of church work and es- 
pecially by the parents of our children. 

3. That we still regard Sunday school 
conventions as powerful auxiliaries in 
developing and advancing the S. S. 
cause ■, that we regard the present con- 
vention an entire success. 

4. Wsiil mat, That this cou vent ion ap- 
point tbe following persons. If. K. Hoi. 
singer, A. D. Gnagey, Miss M. M. 
Sterling a committee on publication of 
Brethren S. S. Literature, to cooperate 
with similar committees appointed by 
other Brethren S. S. Conventions and 
Brethren churches aud I untrue I then 
to use all proper dilligeucu to piepara 
suitable Lesson Leaves and other Lit- 
erature for all .gospel alone S. S. 

.5. Jbwftai, That whereas intemper- 
ance, one af the curses from aatan, the 
arch inventor of evils, bus fastened itself 
upon our people, and white there has 
been an J is being made a true and self- 
sacrificing effort to rid the country, 
free our homes, save our children from 
moral and spiritual ruin, that we the 
members of this convention join heart 
and hand in the struggle fur imbibition, 
liberty from rum, and temperance 
for our hemes. 

0. Hemlvtd, That it Is the voice of 
this convention th»t it fully appreciates 
the work being done by Ashland Col- 
lege, and |i:;,t whereas the cause of 
higher education among our people 
suffers from u tack of means, that we 
tbe representatives assembled in this 
convention pledge ourselves, and most 
earnestly appeal to each pastor and 
layman in the Western District of Pa., 
to come up to the help of the Lord in 
this one of our greatest works for the 
interest ot our most beloved brulher- 
hood. 

7. That this convention does offer Its 
thanks to sister Slary Olinger ami oth- 
ers Tor the fine and inspiring music 
discoursed. 

8. That this convention tend ere Its 
thanks to the president, secretary and 
other ofllcere for the complete organi- 
sation and management of this easVHfc 
I Ion. 

I). That we tender eur tl.anlis to tbe 
officersand managers of the U. at O. II. 
R. for special rates and special accom- 
modations to and from this conven- 
tion. 

10. That the thanks of this conven- 
tion are tendered to the good pivple of 
Berlin and commuulty a" ■ ■ i their un- 
bounded Christian hospitality In enter- 
taining the members of this convention 
and that our hearts swell with amo- 
tions of gratitude to God for xucb a 
happy season of Christian followshlp 
enjoyed during this meeting. 
J. W. SlfOUSB. i 
A. J. Sterling. J Cots. 
Mollie Gass, \ 

An invitation from the Meyersdale 
Brethren for the convention iu I8S7, 
wan accepted ; end the chair appointed 
as an executive committee : A. D. 
Gnagey, Miss Annie Olinger, Miss An- 
nie Beacbly. 

Convention closes with devotional 
services, to meet at the call of the ex- 
ecutive committee. 

Thus closed the eighth Annual Ses- 
sion of the Brethren S. S. convention of 
the Western District of Pa. The Ex- 
ecutive Committee, consisting of Bav. 
J. H. Knepper, Jac. u. Kimmel and 
.lacob M liner had arranged an excel- 
lent program. The topics were well 
selected and judiciously distributed. 
The Interest and attendance were very 
good throughout the entire convention 
and we feel assured that much has 
been done for the Sabbath school cause. 
A. D. Gxaobv, Secri-tarr, 


Sisters' 


Fund Through II. It. 
HoKinger. 


Ifesohi/toiit : 

Wbeeeas, God in his gracious Prov- 
idence has permitted a number of Sab- 
bath school workers to meet in this the 
eighth Annual Convention of the 
Brethren, of the Western District of 
Fa., and 

Whebeab, A number of important 
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